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Towards a New Critical Literary Theory: A Preliminary
Methodological Introduction
Professor . Fuad Abdul Muttaleb

Abstract

This research presents an initial methodological view on the topic of a new Arab
critical literary theory, raised by critics sometimes, starting from some aspects of the
current critical scene and recent global developments in the field of criticism, theory of
literature and literary study in general and keeping Arab critical heritage in mind. The goal
can be defined in one point that focuses on providing a preliminary methodological
knowledge about the main new efforts made in theory and criticism, the efforts that have
their counterparts in the Arab critical culture. This research does not claim to delve into the
issue of formulating an Arab theory in criticism, but rather seeks to present a set of
definitions, issues, and assumptions that may contribute to the process of formulating a
new Arab vision in theory and practice.

Its importance stems from the discussion of critical theoretical ideas in order to
reconsider the nature of the practice that targets Arab literary works based more or less on
these ideas. These ideas are based on a presentation of some closely related definitions,
clarifications, and concepts, in light of the principal development experienced by applied
and theoretical studies. Then an attempt is made to understand the relationships between
them, which are almost all of a changing nature that is often difficult for the researcher to
clearly and definitively control. The research thus provides a theoretical and critical
introduction to the proposed outlook and to the study of literary theory and criticism, a
review of the issue of theory versus criticism, the conditions of theory and criticism in the
course of literary history, and finally provides a conclusion that comprises the main points
resulting from discussion, as research possibilities in drawing basic features of a new
critical outlook. The outlook represents an open view that accepts critical debate to
scrutinize and deepen it. Discussion is carried out through a descriptive and historical
perspective in some of its aspects, using some relevant studies on the subject, in Arabic and
English, by critics and critical thinkers that have left important traces in this field.
Keywords: literary study, Arab literary theory, criticism and its methods, literary

-history, modern critical trends
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