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Poetic Sufi terminology — Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi as a Model

Abstract: Sufi poetry is full of terms such as adoration, love, infatuation, and what is related to
the divine essence, such as communication, sitting, and devotion, and other terms that may carry a
kind of strangeness as it is well known, each science has its own conventions, and usually those
conventions have exact meanings, specific use, in the conditions of that science, whether in the
human or experimental sciences, but Sufi conventions have a somewhat different position on this
concept, as the Sufism terms that denote states or stations or the rest of the concepts of the science
of Sufism are of a symbolic poetic nature, and their significance changes from one Sufi to another,
and this is what makes their meanings. It is subjective, authentic, and open to interpretation, and at
the same time makes it a subject of ambiguity on the part of non-Sufis. Sufism’s conventions are
of an imaginary and metaphorical nature sometimes, especially those related to the ascents and the
observations that describe the realm of the kingdom, and most of them have an additional,
allegorical composition that does not define inclusive and prohibitive concepts, but rather moves
in the space of private fantasies and impressions.

Keywords: Sufi terminology, Sufi poetry, Ibn Arabi, symbol of the Sufis.
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