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Course Description: 
The Romantic Period in England spans the decades of the 1780’s through the 1830’s. It was the age of revolutions - a span of time that saw not only the rapid industrialization of Europe but two significant national revolutions - one in France and one in America. This revolutionary spirit in many ways fed and sustained the Romantic Movement in English literature; its chief practitioners believed that poetry could literally transform the world and the way in which we understand it. In this course, we will examine this revolutionary energy alongside a number of other English Romantic characteristics, including a fascination with nature and the natural world; a desire to boldly experiment, explore, and renew literature; and a focus on the individual’s capacity for imagination and vision. First, we will discuss the broader socio-historical and literary context in which English Romantic poetry thrived. Second, we will examine the three main concerns of English Romantic poets, which have been roughly divided among the three course units: the Romantic poet and the outer world, the Romantic poet and the inner world, and the poetry that bridges the gap between those two. Third, we will closely examine several of the period’s prominent poems, identifying what makes each a Romantic poem and how these poems relate to the three concerns listed above.
 Course Content 







Week

	General introduction: Definition of Romanticism in the context of the Lyrical Ballads.
	1 + 2 + 3

	William Blake: “The Chimney Sweeper,” “ London”
	4

	William Wordsworth: “I Wonder Lonely as a Cloud,” “We Are Seven,” “Expostulation and Rely,” “The Tables Turned,” “Tintern Abbey,” “Resolution and Independence” 
	5 + 6

	Samuel Taylor Coleridge: “Kubla Khan,” Dejection: An Ode”

	7

	George Gordon, Lord Byron: “Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage” and the Byronic Hero 
	8

	Percy Bysshe Shelley: “Hymn to Intellectual Beauty,” “Ode to the West Wind,” ‘ Ozymandias’
	9 + 10

	John Clare: ‘I Am,’ ‘The Peasant Poet’ 
	11

	John Keats: “Ode to Psyche,” “Ode to a Nightingale,” “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” “ When I Have Fears that I may Cease to be”
	 12 + 13

	Felicia Dorothea Hemans: “England’s Dead,” “The Homes of England”
	14


References:
· The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 9th edition, Vo II. B (New York: W.W. Norton, 2012).
Learning Outcomes: By the end of this course students are expected to
· describe Romanticism as both an historical period and as a movement in art and literature;
· identify and explain Romanticism in terms of its relationship to the French Revolution;
· describe the views of society and social relations that arose during this era;
· explain the significance of industrialization, the rise of the working class, the expansion of the British Empire, the heightening of British nationalism, and the rise of the press;
· identify the major tenets of Romanticism, including the movement’s interests in the natural world, supernaturalism, revolution, morality, ethics, exoticism, urbanization, mindscapes, moods, imagination, and interiority; and
Course Policies:

1. You are allowed up to 6 absences. If you exceed this number, you will fail the class.

2. Tardiness will not be tolerated. If you come to class after I take attendance, you are welcome to attend but you will be considered absent.

3. No Make-up exams, no exceptions.

4. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense that will result in your failing the class. Learning Spark notes by heart and repeating the information word by word in the exam is a type of plagiarism.

5. Participation is an essential part of the course work. It does not merely mean coming to class; it involves preparing beforehand and playing an active role in class discussion. Participation accounts for 10% of course grade.
Evaluation:

Midterm Exam:                              25%

Partcipation / exams/ assignments 25%

Final Exam:                                    50%

