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	Week
	Material Description

	(1)
	Introduction

	(2)
	  1.  What is 'Linguistics'? This chapter explains what linguistics involves, and why it is important. It outlines the main subdivisions of the subject, and explains how linguistics differs from traditional grammar studies.

	(3)
	  2.  What is Language? This chapter outlines some important ‘design features’ of human language, and explores the extent to which they are found in animal communication. It also looks at the role of language in human life.

	(4)
	  3  The Study of Language This chapter sketches the main directions linguistics has taken in the past two centuries, and also makes some predictions about future trends.



	(5) 
	  4. Deciding where to begin This chapter points out that language can be explored in different ways, and outlines how this exploration can be carried out.


	(6)
	  5. Sound patterns    This chapter explains how linguists represent the flow of speech, and outlines the type of symbols used. It also discusses sound combinations, and points out that some languages distinguish words via differences in pitch (tone languages).



	          (7)
	 6. Words and Pieces of Words This chapter looks at the problems encountered in identifying and defining the notion ‘word’. It then briefly discusses ‘morphemes’ (meaningful chunks of words). Finally, it looks at how words can be assigned to ‘word classes’ (parts of speech).



	(8)
	Midterm Exams

	(9)
	 7. Sentence Patterns This chapter discusses the ways in which words can be linked together to form larger units. It explains how to analyze sentences into their ‘constituents’ (component parts), and shows how to represent this type of analysis.



	(10)
	8. Meaning This chapter explains what linguists are trying to do when they deal with ‘semantics’, the study of meaning. It shows how the meanings of ‘lexical items’ (words) are linked together in lexical structures. It shows that the study of synonyms (similar meaning words) and opposites can be useful. They provide valuable clues to the ways in which a language organizes its vocabulary.



	(11)
	9. Using Language This chapter discusses ‘pragmatics’, which explores aspects of meaning not predictable from the linguistic structure. It explores ways in which humans might do this, outlining the claim that humans cooperate with one another when they talk. It also discusses turn-talking and politeness in conversation.



	(12)
	10. Language and Society This chapter is concerned with sociolinguistics, which analyzes variation within a language. It looks at differences between speech and writing, at variation in pronunciation between different social classes, and briefly discusses the linguistic study of social networks. It also outlines differences between men’s and women’s speech, and briefly mentions multilingual communities.

	(13)
	11. Language and Mind This chapter looks at psycholinguistics. It explains where psycholinguists find their evidence, and outlines how children acquire language, how adults comprehend speech, and how they produce it.



	(14)
	12. Language and Style This chapter looks at literary language, and discusses where it overlaps with, and where it differs from ‘ordinary’ language. It also briefly discusses the language of advertising and newspaper language.

	(15)
	Term conclusion

	(16)
	Final Exams


	Modes of Assessment                                                            Score
	              Date

	Midterm Exam                                                                        25                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                            
	

	Assignment / Class activities / Quizzes / etc.                          2
	

	Final Exam                                                                                 50
	


Text Book:
Aitchison, Jean (2012). Linguistics Made Easy London: Hodder Education.
.

